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Town/City: | Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
South Eastham 


Address: 445 State Highway 
Historic Name: Sylvester H. & Esther Lincoln House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1885 
Source: deeds, vital records 
Style/Form: Queen Anne/end house 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
garage 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
none 


Condition: good 


Moved: no] yesL] Date: 


Acreage: 0.64 


Setting: The house and associated buildings are situated 
on the State Highway amid dense roadside development 
comprised of historic properties and more recent summer 
cottages. It overlooks Town Cove across the highway. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Sylvester H. & Esther Lincoln House, built ca. 1885, is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling of the end house type 
with a front-gable fagade containing an entrance and bay window on the first story and two windows in the upper-story gable. 
The exterior shingling is arranged in an octagonal scalloped pattern, and the cornices along the raking edge of the gable and the 
eaves on the sides are distinguished by pronounced friezes with short returns on the front. The entrance is sheltered by a hood 
with a complex cornice mounted on massive, scrolled brackets. The bay window has three narrow windows across the front, a 
paneled base and a cornice to match the entrance hood. Other windows are capped by small cornices. Two are located on the 
north side and indicate the location of principal rooms on the interiors. A room behind the entry bumps out into a one-story bay at 
the rear of the south side that wraps around the rear to form a kitchen wing. The ornately-finished exterior represents the 
transition of the common end house from austere Greek Revival decoration to more complex and textured picturesque elements 
reflecting the Queen Anne taste. The house occupies a half-acre lot created in subdivision and is surrounded by an open lawn. A 
one-story two-car garage of recent construction is located northwest of the house at the end of a long driveway running along 
the north boundary of the parcel. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In May 1885 Heman Smith of South Eastham sold three-quarters on an acre on the west side of State Highway to Sylvester 
Hinckley Lincoln (1855-87) for $75.’ The son of master mariner Hinckley Lincoln and his wife Zilla, he grew up in his parents’ 
home at 475 State Highway (EAS.10) and was himself a mariner when he married Esther A, Knowles, the daughter of Freeman 
and Joanna F. Smith Knowles, in 1879. He and his wife were living in his parents’ home in 1880. Their daughter, Ada Freeman 
Lincoln, was born in 1882, and a son, Frank, was born in 1884. In 1887 Sylvester Lincoln as a surfman in the Life Saving 
Service when he somehow contracted typhoid and malaria and died in August, at the age of thirty-two. His widow and their two 
children returned to her father’s home at 1220 State Highway and probably rented 445 State Highway for the income. Esther 
Knowles Lincoln was listed with her father, children, and boarding farm laborer, William Osman Gross (1878-1917) of Wellfleet, 
in 1900. In 1901 Ada Freeman Lincoln married Gross, who by 1905 was working as a surfman at the Life Saving Station. In 
1904 Esther Knowles Lincoln died at the age of forty-five, and the 445 State Highway property passed to Ada Gross and her 
brother Frank B. Lincoln. By 1905 William and Ada Gross were living in that house—William’s name is attached to it on the 1905 
Eastham map—and in 1909 Frank Lincoln sold his half of the house, outbuildings, and 0.75-acre lot to his sister for $500.2 


In 1910 Gross was working as a surfman and was clearly living at 445 State Highway with his wife and their children Vesta, 
twins Carl and Carroll, and Everett, born between 1902 and 1908. In 1917 William Gross died of ether poisoning and surgical 
shock during an exploratory laparotomy at the U.S. Marine Hospital in Chelsea, and in 1920 Ada Lincoln Gross and her four 
children remained in the house. In 1920 daughter Vesta was a bakery salesperson, and later a school teacher in Fairhaven, and 
in 1925 son Carroll was promoted from clerk to manager of the A&P grocery store in Orleans. In 1930 Vesta married Orleans 
house carpenter Alvers Benson Gould, who had served overseas during World War II. Her mother and brother Carroll, by then a 
garage mechanic, lived at 445 State Highway at the time of the 1930 census, but after their honeymoon Vesta and Alvers Gould 
moved in with her mother.* The 1940 census lists five persons in the household—Ada Gross, her son Carroll, a tool factory 
machinist; daughter Vesta Gould, her husband, and their daughter Janet, born in 1935. 


Ada Freeman Lincoln Gross died in December 1959, and about two years later her children sold 445 State Highway to George 
B. and Janet F. Allen of Norwood, whose family sold it eight years later to Warren C. and Ruth L. Pilling of Lakeville. The 
property was subdivided and changed hands twice more by 1983, when John A. and Judith A. Sherman of San Diego, 


1 Heman Smith to Sylvester H. Lincoln, 6 May 1885, BCD 296:236. 
? Frank B. Lincoln to Ada F. Gross, 6 August 1909, BCD 296:238. A few months earlier Hinckley Lincoln sold William Gross a quarter-acre 
bordering 445 State Highway (BCD 296:237). Frank Lincoln was then working at the Orleans Life Saving Station and went on to serve at 
Wellfleet; in 1917 he became superintendent of the first division of the service and was stationed at Portsmouth. In 1941 he was named a 
Coast Guard commander and had by then served on both coasts and on the Great Lakes. He died in Eastham in 1969. See in particular 
“Eastham Native Made Commander,” Barnstable Patriot, 2 January 1941, 10. 
3 “Orleans: Gould-Gross,” Yarmouth Register, 28 June 1930. 
4 Everett W. Gross, Carroll O. Gross, and Vesta L. Gould, Eastham, and Carl B. Gross, Wellfleet, to George B. and Janet F. Allen, Norwood, 
10 November 1961, BCD 1136:564; George B. Allen to George B. and Eva M. Allen, 18 April 1968, BCD 1398:188; George B. and Eva M. 
Allen to Warren C. and Ruth L. Pilling, Lakeville, 15 July 1969, BCD 1443:152. 
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California, acquired it. They placed it in trust the next year, and in 2008 that trust sold 445 State Highway to Mark and Katherine 
E. Focacci of Middletown, Connecticut. The Focaccis still owned the property in 2020.° 
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In 1978 the Pillings subdivided the lot and sold 
445 State Highway and a lot of 27,914 square 
feet in the same year (BCP 329:24). 


5 Warren C. and Ruth L. Pilling to Rose S. Casparro, Brockton, 16 December 1978, BCD 2857:119; Rose S. Casparro, Brockton, to John A. 
and Judith A. Sherman, San Diego CA, 21 July 1983, BCD 3842:54; John A. and Judith A. Sherman, San Diego CA, to Stuart Weingarden, 
San Diego CA, trustee Irrevocable Living Trust, aka Julie Ann Trust, 21 March 1984, BCD 4043:225; Judith A. Sherman, San Diego CA, to 
Thomas Reid Thall, trustee Irrevocable Living Trust, aka Julie Ann Trust, 22 October 2008, BCD 23241:212; Thomas Reid Thall, trustee 
Irrevocable Living Trust, aka Julie Ann Trust, to Mark and Katherine E. Focacci, Middletown CT, 23 October 2008, BCD 23241:214. The 445 
State Highway house is shown on Lot A of “Plan of Land in Eastham, Mass. for Warren C. & Ruth L. Pilling,” November 1978, BCP 329:24. 
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